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The Study
• Based in Shenyang, China: pop. 

7.5 million
• Post-industrial ‘rust-belt’ 

economy
• 16 months of ethnographic 

fieldwork over ten years (2003-
2013): participant-observation, 
interviews, media analysis

• 18 different schools (public and 
private)

• Interviews with over 50 teachers, 
students, administrators and 
parents

• Names of individuals and schools 
are pseudonyms







“Modernization” (xiandaihua)
• “development” (fazhan) / 

“developed” (fada)
• “fashionable” (shishang)
• “human quality” (suzhi)
• “self-cultivation” (xiuyang)

“Backwardsness” (luohou)
• “peasant” (nongmin)
• “rural” (nongcun)
• “old-fashioned” (guoshi)
• “dirty/soiled” (tu)
• “simple/honest” (laoshi)

Opposing Discursive Frameworks in 
Contemporary Interaction



Sylvia, 25

“Before, China is like have no water. We're walking in the 
desert, and there's no water. But, look, over there, there's a 
pool of water. It's cold. We want to drink it. We walk there 
to go to the pool. That was my parents' generation. Now, 
we can see the pool, and we are still walking, but we can't 
get there. We can smell the sweet perfume, but it will take 
several years for us to get there and to drink it. Then, it will 
be our childrens' turn. They are the ones who can drink the 
water and play in the water.”

[English = Bold text; Chinese = Plain text]



Many times
I switch to a different language

I perform a different role
For the sole purpose of changing 

my state of mind

24 Hour “Private English Training”:
Individualized tutoring, social 
activities, internet, genuinely 
flexible English study







Winston, 32

The clothes I’ll wear, they’ll be really beautiful, not like right 
now, right? The food I’ll eat I’ll pay a lot of attention to, right? 
Maybe, I’ll put more emphasis on experiencing fine dining for 
myself. Not like now where you just cram your belly full of 
Chinese dates, right? And then, where I live - I can live inside 
a- a villa, not just a house, like a villa, like a beachhouse
overlooking Hunhe River. That’s really good. Transportation? 
By then I definitely won’t be taking the subway. I’m driving 
my own car- clothes, food, home, transportation, these are 
our lives. It’s what people pay attention to, right? 

[English = Bold text; Chinese = Plain text]

“What will your life be like in ten years?”





Examination English

-- My watch stopped.
-- You _____ have forgotten to wind it.

a) should b) must      c) can d) may

There is no _______ in persuading him to give up 
computer games.

a) doubt b) wonder    c) point    d) value

The bear ____ the hunter from behind.
a) grabbed b) grasped c) clutched d) clasped



Appreciate Europe

The european academism 
endowed by nature. The 
perfection devise with the 
mountain tendency. All these 
just like a classical famous 
work. Introversively treasure 
virtue. To give up floating 
luxury. Directly go to the 
european cultural center.
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