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Conference Theme 

 Learning Spaces is the theme of this year’s fall conference. We invite you to reflect on 

 all aspects of your professional practice and on the sessions you see this weekend in 

 terms of learning spaces, both literal and figurative. 

Campus Map 

 Conference events will take place at the Dalhousie University Club and in the Mona 

 Campbell Building. The Post-Conference Social will happen in the Grawood pub in the 

 Student Union Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media  

 Post about or follow today’s conference on social media via the #TESLNS hashtag 

Wifi Access 

 Eduroam: If you have login credentials as student or staff at Acadia University, CBU,  

 MSVU, NSCC, SMU, St. FX, UNB, UPEI, Holland College or other Canadian post-secondary 

 institutions, use them to logon to the Eduroam network. Enter your full username includ

 ing the domain (for example,  ab123456@dal.ca ) and password.  

  

 Dal-WPA2: For those without Eduroam credentials, login and password information will 

 be available at the registration desk to log onto the Dalhousie Wifi network.  

TESL Nova Scotia would like to acknowledge that today's conference is taking place in 

Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq people.  
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Friday, November 3rd 

6:30-7:00 pm Registration University Club 

7:00-8:00 pm Keynote address:  Dr. Jennifer Foote University Club 

8:00-9:00 pm Wine and cheese social University Club 

  

Saturday, November 4th 

8:30-9:00 am Registration and welcome Mona Campbell Building 

9:00-10:00 am Concurrent sessions A Mona Campbell Building 

10:15-11:15 am Roundtable discussions Mona Campbell Building 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Keynote address:  Dr. Shelley Taylor University Club 

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch  followed by the 

Annual General Meeting of TESL NS 

University Club 

  
1:00-1:30 pm 

1:45-2:45 pm Concurrent sessions B Mona Campbell Building 

3:00-4:00 pm Concurrent sessions C Mona Campbell Building 

4:00-4:30 pm Book draw Mona Campbell Building 

4:30 pm Post-Conference Social Grawood Pub,  

Student Union Building 

Schedule at a Glance 

Publisher’s Display 

A publisher’s display by Nelson and National 

Geographic Learning will be set up the Mona Campbell 

Building all day Saturday.   

There will be a book draw on Saturday at 4:00 pm. 

Turn in your completed conference evaluation form to 

get a ticket for the draw!  

Thank you to Nelson, National Geographic Learning 

and Ian Sutherland for providing books for the book 

draw. 
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Friday, November 3       Keynote Address 

Best practices in pronunciation:  

From classroom space to cyberspace 

 

In keeping with this year’s conference theme, Dr. Foote’s talk will 

investigate how learners can improve their pronunciation in a va-

riety of learning spaces, whether engaging in pronunciation ac-

tivities in a classroom, using an online course management sys-

tem on a computer, or playing a pronunciation game on a mobile 

phone app. Research around pronunciation pedagogy has in-

creased exponentially in the last several years, allowing instruc-

tors to make their pronunciation teaching practices and advice increasingly evidence-

based. Further, the possibilities that current technologies offer for effective pronuncia-

tion practice can offer new solutions to learners who struggle to make themselves under-

stood because of pronunciation difficulties.  Participants will leave the session with 

practical ideas for working with students in the classroom and for helping students de-

velop work autonomously on their pronunciation outside of class. This talk will offer 

ideas that can work with learners at a wide range of proficiency levels and with learners 

from any language background. 

 

Dr. Jennifer A. Foote is an Assistant Professor at the University of Alberta, in Edmonton, 

Canada. She researches second language pronunciation and is especially interested in dis-

covering ways to help learners improve their pronunciation in a manner that will lead to 

more intelligible speech. As well as publishing research in academic journals and present-

ing at research-based conferences, she is passionate about connecting research to practice 

and helping generate knowledge that has practical classroom applications for teachers. 

Before becoming a professor, Dr. Foote taught English in Japan, South Korea, The Czech 

Republic, and Canada. She has worked with language learners from a wide range of back-

grounds and proficiency levels.  
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Saturday, November 4      Keynote Address 

Plurilingualism and  

Expanding Learning Spaces 

 

Considering all of the languages in an L2/FL learner’s repertoire, in-

cluding lesser developed ones, frames them in a positive light as lan-

guage ‘knowers’ and ‘users’. Research has primarily documented ped-

agogical attempts to draw on the full linguistic repertoires of English 

learners at the elementary level. With older learners, questions of the 

feasibility, logistics and even the relevance of drawing on languages 

other than English have arisen. Still, there has been a palpable recent 

shift in the TESOL field with regard to seeing beyond ‘English learn-

ers’ to ‘plurilingual actors.’ This keynote explores TESOL’s position on, and initiatives in-

volving, a plurilingual mindset and pedagogy, how this stance can expand learning spac-

es, and what it means for the field. 

Shelley K. Taylor is Associate Professor of TESOL/Applied Linguistics at Western University 

and a member of the Board of Directors of TESOL International Association. She teaches 

courses related to plurilingual language development, minority languages, and L2 peda-

gogy.  Her classroom-based research focusses on instructional spaces educators can provide 

for immigrant, refugee and minoritized Indigenous students’ English development in multi-

lingual classrooms. She has worked on research and educational development projects in 

Nepal, the Nordic countries, and Greenland as well as in Canada. Shelley is a co-

investigator on a recently-awarded SSHRC research grant to investigate Language and liter-

acy learning among youth refugees in Canadian secondary school classrooms.  An English/

French/Danish trilingual, Shelley has also learned multiple languages in addition to these in 

natural and classroom environments, and draws on these experiences in her research and 

graduate teaching.  

 

 Thanks to TESOL International Association for 

generous support in helping to fund the costs of 

bringing Dr. Shelley Taylor to share her expertise at 

the conference.  
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Saturday, November 4  Detailed Schedule 

8:30-9:00 am Registration and Welcome 

9:00-10:00 am Concurrent Sessions A 

• Using learning centres for professional development (Jennifer 

Palmer and Arleigh Hood). Room 2110 

• English moderns: Passages from local to global in Chinese EFL 

classrooms (Eric Henry). Room 1107 

• Working with errors in 2nd language pronunciation: An intelli-

gibility approach (Jennifer Foote). Room 1108 

• Let’s agree to disagree: conflict management in intercultural 

communication (Oksana Shkurska). Room 2111 

• Helping learners take responsibility for their learning in an 

adult literacy class (Amanda Vassallo). Room 3110 

10:15-11:15 am Roundtable Discussions 

• How can ELTs motivate students in the 2017 learning space? 

(Melissa Taylor). Room 3109 

• What is the best approach for ELTs to deal with prejudice 

(ageism, sexism, homophobia, racism, etc...) in the classroom? 

(Charlene Rockwell). Room 2109 

• How can we stay competitive and employable in the future 

world of ESL? (Amos Sarrouy). Room 2110 

• Do students judge a book by its cover in terms of ELT dress 

code? (Summer Assaf). Room 2111 

• How can we motivate colleagues while staying motivated our-

selves? (Darlene MacInnis). Room 3110 

• How can we positively incorporate handheld device use in 

class? (Kris Mitchell). Room 2108 

• What does it take to motivate refugees in the ESL Classroom? 

(Muhammad Nawaz). Room 1108 

• What teaching tips are there for EAP Note-Taking in the 2017 

classroom? (Rachael Bethune). Room 1107 
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 Saturday, November 4, Detailed Schedule cont’d 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Keynote: Dr. Shelley Taylor 

Plurilingualism and Expanding Learning Spaces 

 

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch and AGM 

1:45-2:45 pm Concurrent Sessions B 

• Strategies for applying Universal Design for Learning in the 

classroom (Sharon Churchill Roe and Chris Klatecki). Room 

2110 

• Fostering the development of reciprocal learning communities 

for immigrant and refugee learners and instructors (Shelley 

Taylor). Room 1108 

• Learning speaking techniques through monologues (Sarah Jane 

Blenkhorn). Room 2111 

• EAL literacy and the art of repetition (Claudia Guenter). Room 

1107  

3:00-4:00 pm Concurrent Sessions C 

• Idioms, slang, phrasal verbs: Bring it on! (Laurie Burns). Room 

2110 

• Exploring English language policy in linguistically diverse Cana-

dian universities (Jennifer MacDonald). Room 2111 

• Syntactic theory: a formulaic approach to understanding the 

structure of English (Kris Mitchell). Room 1107 

• Assessment in a multi-level classroom (Anthony Caldwell). 

Room 1108 

4:00-4:30 pm Closing remarks and book draw 

4:30- Post-conference Social 
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Concurrent Sessions A                           9:00-10:00 Saturday 

Using learning centres for professional development.  Jennifer Palmer and Arleigh Hood 

  

 Delivering professional development is a tricky business. You have instructors with vastly differ-

ent experiences, challenges, and learning preferences. Everyone seems to want something different. It is 

time to rethink the idea of the one size fits all approach to PD. We need to move past the techniques of 

the past and toward those involving collaboration, dialogue and reflection. Learning centers have been 

used with great success in both the public school system and in the EAL classroom. Using this as inspira-

tion, we have transferred this approach to the PD setting. Teacher learning centers are highly collabora-

tive, and can meet different challenges and needs as well as providing time for dialogues and reflection 

in a small group setting. In this interactive workshop, we will present the benefits of shaking up your PD 

to include learning centers of your own. Participants will cycle through different stations to experience 

professional development learning centers first-hand. 

 Jennifer Palmer and Arleigh Hood  are both Head Instructors and PBLA Leads at ISANS. They have a 

combined 35 years of experience teaching EAL learners in 5 different countries. Arleigh is an avid drum-

mer and Jennifer is a Disney enthusiast. 

  

Let’s agree to disagree: conflict management in intercultural communication.  Oksana Shkurska 

 

  As ESL practitioners who work in culturally diverse classes, we often observe or experience inter-

cultural misunderstandings or conflicts. These conflicts, however, are not easy to handle due to the dif-

ferences in values and worldviews of the participants who belong to different cultural groups. This talk 

will explain possible reasons of cultural misunderstandings and provide the attendees with practical ad-

vice on how to manage conflict situations in intercultural communication. Together, we will look at the 

best theories of communication and conflict resolution and apply them to real conflict situations to find 

the most effective solutions. 

 Oksana Shkurska has taught in multicultural classrooms for 15 years. She has been with Dalhousie 

University for five years, teaching English for Academic Purposes, Intercultural Communication, and Busi-

ness Communication. 

 

Helping learners take responsibility for their learning in an adult literacy class. Amanda Vassallo 

 

  It is challenging for literacy instructors to find ways to encourage their adult students to take re-

sponsibility for their learning. It isn’t easy for students to practice outside of the class, and many don’t 

have the learning strategies to accomplish this on their own without some guidance. This presentation 

will focus on adult literacy students who have little to no previous education. The focus of the presenta-

tion is on encouraging learner autonomy. We will discuss needs assessments, goal setting, peer assess-

ments, teacher assessments and feedback and finally how to give the learning back to the students. 

 Amanda Vassallo is a literacy instructor at Immigrant Services Association of Nova Scotia (ISANS) 

and has been working in the ESL industry for more than five years. After obtaining a degree in Communi-

cation Studies from Cape Breton University, she completed her CELTA certification from the International 

Language Institute. 

 

Working with errors in 2
nd

 language pronunciation: An intelligibility approach. Jennifer Foote 

 

  One of the biggest challenges faced by learners who want to improve their pronunciation is identi-

fying which aspects of their pronunciation lead to intelligibility difficulties. Without such knowledge, it 

is difficult for learners to know where to focus their attention.  Further, when learners do know which 

aspects of speech they need to work on, they may not notice when they are actually making these errors.  

Instructors can ameliorate these problems by identifying learners’ most serious pronunciation challeng-

es, and by providing corrective feedback when these errors occur in speech. This workshop will offer 

practical suggestions for both identifying learners’ pronunciation errors, and for offering effective cor-

rective feedback on pronunciation. Real speech samples will be used to allow session participants to 

practice identifying errors, and research-based suggestions will be given to help instructors decide 

which errors are most like to interfere with successful communication.  Dr Foote’s bio is on page 4. 
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Concurrent Sessions A                             9:00-10:00 Saturday 

   

English moderns: Passages from local to global in Chinese EFL classrooms.  Eric Henry 

  

 Based on over twenty months of ethnographic fieldwork in Chinese EFL classrooms, this presenta-

tion describes the role that English plays in contemporary Chinese society and what motivates students 

to acquire the language. Thirty years ago, English in China was spoken by only a relative handful of aca-

demics, foreigners, translators and interpreters. Today, over 300 million people in China can speak or 

write English with some manner of fluency. This transformation represents the largest, most ambitious 

language learning project in history. While most research on English in China focuses on how to teach 

or learn the language more effectively, this presentation addresses how foreign language education is 

linked to broader social and economic transformations in Chinese society. Speaking English represents 

the development of new forms of citizenship and identity in a rapidly modernizing nation. Recognizing 

how global languages are embedded in such transformations enables teachers to better address the 

needs and motivations of ESL students. 

 Eric Henry is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at Saint Mary's University. 

He is also cross-appointed and teaches courses in Linguistics, Asian Studies and Education. Based on eth-

nographic fieldwork in Shenyang, China, his research concerns the role of contemporary speech practices 

and foreign languages in China's developing sense of itself as a modern nation. 

 

Concurrent Sessions  B                          1:45-2:45 Saturday 

Learning speaking techniques through monologues. Sarah Jane Blenkhorn  

 Using two monologues from the Canadian theatre, this practical workshop focuses on techniques 

of delivery and intonation, exploring the possibilities of English spoken expression and focusing on the 

speaker’s personal choices. We will look at context, stress, repetition, lists, volume, speed and pauses, 

exploring their effect on meaning and tone. 

 Sarah Jane Blenkhorn is an instructor at Dalhousie University and Saint Mary’s University. She pre-

viously taught at Canadian Language Learning College in Halifax. She is also a writer and performer. She 

has an MA (TESOL) from the University of Birmingham, England, and a BA (Theatre Studies) from Acadia 

University. 

 

Fostering the development of reciprocal learning communities for immigrant and refugee learners 

and instructors. Shelley Taylor 

 

  The L2/FL classroom is a meeting place for the knowledge that learners and instructors gained in 

their primary communities (homes, communities networks, and peers), and secondary, more formal and 

institutionalized communities (e.g., prior schooling, work experience, religious organizations, etc.). In 

their new, shared L2/FL classroom community and in informal L2/FL learning communities, both 

groups can share and merge knowledge previously gained, and develop new sociocultural identities. In 

these formal and informal L2/FL communities, learning can occur in a reciprocal manner in a space of 

becoming. This workshop, of interest to educators working with international students and with school- 

or community-based immigrant settlement, highlights lessons learned about fostering these learning 

communities, welcomes discussion of the needs and specificities of the workshop participants, and en-

courages the establishment of a network to share knowledge and resources in the Nova Scotia TESOL 

community.  

 Dr. Taylor’s bio is on page 5. 
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Concurrent Sessions  B                          1:45-2:45  Saturday 

 

Strategies for applying Universal Design for Learning in the classroom.  

Sharon Churchill Roe and Chris Klatecki 

  

  Have you ever heard of Universal Design? Universal Design is based on principles from architec-

ture where buildings are designed to be accessible to all people, to the greatest extent possible, without 

the need for adaptation or specialized design. 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) applies this general idea to learning: that curriculum should, from 

the outset, be designed to accommodate all kinds of learners. By designing differentiation into the cur-

riculum in the planning stages, we can ensure that the needs of all learners are met in its implementa-

tion. We will present the pilot study that we have undertaken in the English Language Program at Aca-

dia. This will include suggestions of approaches to UDL curriculum planning, and examples of UDL les-

son plans, assessment options, and student work. 

 Chris Klatecki is an instructor at Acadia University’s English Language Centre. She has a Masters in 

Applied Linguistics and has taught learners of all ages, and all levels of language proficiency. Sharon 

Churchill Roe is the Manager of Acadia University’s English Language Centre and lecturer in the Acadia 

TESOL Program. She has worked with first and second language learners of all ages, and has experience 

teaching children with special needs. 

 

EAL literacy and the art of repetition. Claudia Guenter 

 

  This session will present hands on activities designed to help develop beginner EAL literacy learn-

ers’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. We’ll explore specific areas, including calendar/date 

and personal information. We’ll also look at activities ideal for developing theme-based language and 

which may be used across a number of different themes (e.g. family, health, banking). Within these are-

as, we’ll look at effective methods of repetition ideal for the classroom and for one-on-one instruction. 

We’ll discuss how to provide literacy learners with opportunities to work independently, in pairs, and in 

groups, and which allow the instructor to step back and observe. 

 Claudia Guenter has been teaching EAL for over 10 years. She started working with EAL literacy 

learners 6 years ago. Claudia says, “When teaching literacy I keep in mind some key concepts, including: 

provide high-quality repeated exposure to target language; provide lots of time for processing; and pro-

vide opportunities for the development of autonomy. It’s been wonderful working with literacy learners, 

although sometimes it’s boggled my mind and even frustrated me, but it has definitely made me a strong-

er teacher overall.” 

 

Concurrent Sessions C                       3:00-4:00  Saturday 

 

 Idioms, slang, phrasal verbs: Bring it on! Laurie Burns 

  

  Idioms, slang and phrasal verbs sure are used a lot in the modern world and if there is one thing 

my students are always asking me, it’s this. Teacher! Teach us these things. Students hear these words 

at work, at school or in television, movies and music. But it can be overwhelming and confusing as to 

where to start. I will walk through some tips, techniques and ideas I use with my students in using 

phrasal verbs, slang and idioms in the workplace and in real life. 

 Laurie Burns has been teaching English as an Additional Language for 12 years in both Taiwan and 

Halifax. She presently is enjoying her position as an English in the Workplace Instructor at ISANS. 
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 Concurrent Sessions C                       3:00-4:00  Saturday 

 

Exploring English language policy in linguistically diverse Canadian universities.  

Jennifer MacDonald 

  This talk will detail an on-going research project exploring English language policy, practice, and 

ideologies in the multilingual and multicultural environment of Canadian universities. Attendees will be 

invited into this research-in-progress to explore collected data and will leave with new insight into cur-

rent issues along with some cases to consider in light of their own professional contexts. 

 Jennifer MacDonald is Head Teacher of ESL Programs at Dalhousie University. She regularly re-

searches, writes, and presents on the topics of English for Academic Purposes and the linguistic diversity 

in the university context. She can be found online at @Jen_Mac_Donald. 

 

Syntactic theory: a formulaic approach to understanding the structure of English. Kris Mitchell 

 

  The presentation will cover my formulaic approach to understanding the underlying syntactic 

structures of English, as well as the way in which these structures interact to create the grammatical 

structure of English. Demonstrations of the approach itself, and how it can be used to deconstruct Eng-

lish into its meaning units, will be presented. Examples will be chosen with the intended purpose of 

providing a bridge between the world of syntactic theory and language learning. 

 Kris Mitchell (MA Applied Linguistics) currently works as an EAP instructor at Dalhousie University. 

He has eleven years of experience in the ESL/EAP classroom, including four years teaching ESL in South 

Korea. His main areas of interest include Semantics, Critical Period Theories, and Grammar Instruction. 

  

Assessment in a multi-level classroom. Anthony Caldwell 

  A class with multiple levels must still be taught together: it is a single class. Likewise, assess-

ments must be done together. With task-based teaching, we can (usually) tier our expectations to match 

the outcomes required to achieve success at different levels. For example, someone working to achieve 

writing CLB 3 should be able to produce up to five sentences on a familiar topic, while CLB 4s need to 

be able to produce a paragraph (IV. Sharing Information). How that actually happens in a mixed-level 

class doing simultaneous assessments, however, is not always so straightforward, especially when do-

ing the many semi-formal formative assessments required to complete learners’ portfolios. In this short 

presentation, we will look at a few things that worked and did not work when doing this kind of assess-

ment in a multi-leveled classroom. 

 Anthony Caldwell has been an EAL instructor for over 15 years, having taught overseas before re-

turning to Halifax where he currently works with clients in the Bridge to Work program at ISANS. 

 

Get involved with YOUR  

professional association! 

• Contribute to the TESL NS 

newsletter  

• Join the TESL NS Facebook group  –   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TESLNS/ 

• Present at the Spring or Fall conferences  –   dates online at teslns.com 

• Attend a board meeting – details online at teslns.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TESLNS/



