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Teacher, how can I 
improve my 

pronunciation?



Quick Review



Quick Review

The 
Intelligibility 

Principle

The Nativist 
Principle



Here’s the plan
1) How to give feedback.

2) When to give feedback.

3) Why you CAN make good decisions about feedback.

4) Doing a needs assessment



Try to give SOME feedback
40 hours of videotaped lessons from 3 experienced teachers.



Try to give SOME feedback

Classtime Activity

Classroom
management

Language related
episodes

Text-based input

Discussion of text-
based input

Personal anecdotes

40 hours of videotaped lessons from 3 experienced teachers.



A pronunciation study

Language Focus

Grammar

Vocabulary

Pronunciation

10%

40 hours of videotaped lessons from 3 experienced teachers.



Try to give SOME feedback
(or please give at least a bit of feedback…)

- 40 hours of videotaped lessons from 3 experienced teachers.

(Foote et al., 2016)



Two types of feedback 
1) Correcting learners’ errors as they happen (Corrective Feedback).

2) Identifying general errors learners can work on. 



Feedback is helpful!
- Corrective feedback can make a difference (Saito, 2012)

- And it doesn’t take up much class time.

- Many learners don’t know what their pronunciation errors are. 
(Derwing, 2003)



Corrective Feedback

•What type of correction do you think is most common when teachers correct 
students’ pronunciation?
• Recasts

•Which is corrected more often: Segmentals or Suprasegmentals
• Segmentals

Recast

Explicit Correction

Promp

• This is a good way to do 
it.

• You should make a “th” 
sound when you say 
“this”. 

• I think you had a problem with 
a sound in that sentence. 
Could you say it again?  



How should we correct learner errors?
•Don’t focus only on errors that are salient (e.g., segmentals).

•DO choose feedback that is salient! (e.g., explicit correction).

•Do pick your battles…(more on this in the next set of exciting slides).



How exactly do I “pick my battles?”
(aka when to give feedback)

What are some aspects of pronunciation that you might 
want to draw learners attention to? 

(We have come to the fun brainstorming part of the talk)



Segmentals
• For segmentals there is some help by way of “functional 
load”.

•The amount of work a sound does to distinguish meaning is 
called its functional load. (Catford, 1987)

•We can use this to decide which sounds we should prioritize.



Let’s look at mystery student…

/i/ and /I/ 

/s/ and /z/



Suprasegmentals
For suprasegmentals it is a bit trickier and takes some practice.

- There is no “functional load” principle for suprasegmentals. 



However, you CAN do it. 

Mystery teacher

I was way better at this 
than I thought I would 

be!

(aka Why you CAN give feedback)



Practice 1: read speech
http://accent.gmu.edu/ Speech Accent Archive (George Mason University)

http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_language.php?function=detail&speakerid=397

Please call Stella. Ask her to bring these things with her from the store: Six spoons of fresh 
snow peas, five thick slabs of blue cheese, and maybe a snack for her brother Bob. We also 
need a small plastic snake and a big toy frog for the kids. She can scoop these things into three 
red bags, and we will go meet her Wednesday at the train station.

http://accent.gmu.edu/
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_language.php?function=detail&speakerid=397


What you would work on first?



Practice 2: extemporaneous speech

Derwing, T., Munro, M. J., Thomson, R. I., & 
Rossiter, M. J. (2009). The relationship 
between L1 fluency and L2 fluency 
development. Studies in Second Language 
Acquisition, 31(4), 533-557



Making Life a Bit Easier
Checklists

Which do you think would work better and why?

Once you have data for your whole class, how do you make 
decisions? 



Needs assessment & Formative 
assessment
- Checklist are often used for large classes after having students 
submit one or two spoken passages. 

- In your groups, come up with a checklist you think would cover the 
major bases and be easy to use by classroom teachers. 



Computers can provide quite consistent pronunciation 
measurements. What issues might arise in terms of 
computer feedback? 

How can testing developers overcome some of these problems? 



Looking back
1) How to give feedback.

2) When to give feedback.

3) Why you CAN make good decisions about feedback.

4) Doing a needs assessment 



Thank you!
jfoote@ualberta.ca


